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Session 4:   
Ecological Conversion and 

Faithful Citizenship 
 
 
In preparation for the 4th session, please read at 
least two of following selections:  
 

 

 

 6-minute video Story of Change:  http://storyofstuff.org/movies/story-of-change  

 5-minute video from Chesapeake Climate Action Network, “Move Maryland 
Forward With Clean Energy”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irlus-5T5LI 

 Forward with Clean Energy in MD fact sheet: 
http://chesapeakeclimate.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/MCC_Forward-with-Clean-Energy_25percent_120715.pdf   

  Article from Baltimore Sun: http://www.aweablog.org/baltimore-sun-editorial-cleaner-power-needed/ 

 
 

Also, please read the following quotes from Laudato Si’: 
 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 

 
#179   …Local individuals and groups can make a real 
difference… Public pressure has to be exerted in order to bring 
about decisive political action. Society, through non-
governmental organizations and intermediate groups, must put 
pressure on governments to develop more rigorous regulations, 
procedures and controls. Unless citizens control political power 

– national, regional and municipal – it will not be possible to control damage to the 
environment. Local legislation can be more effective, too, if agreements exist 
between neighboring communities to support the same environmental policies. 
 
# 181 In the absence of pressure from the public and from civic institutions, political 
authorities will always be reluctant to intervene, all the more when urgent needs 
must be met. To take up these responsibilities and the costs they entail, politicians 
will inevitably clash with the mindset of short-term gain and results which 
dominates present-day economics and politics. 
 
# 181  A healthy politics is sorely needed, capable of reforming and coordinating 
institutions, promoting best practices and overcoming undue pressure and 
bureaucratic inertia. 
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#190 The environment is one of those goods that cannot be adequately safeguarded 
or promoted by market forces”. Once more, we need to reject a magical conception 
of the market, which would suggest that problems can be solved simply by an 
increase in the profits of companies or individuals. 
 
#231  Social love is the key to authentic development…. (it) moves us to devise 
larger strategies to halt environmental degradation and to encourage a “culture of 
care” which permeates all of society. When we feel that God is calling us to intervene 
with others in these social dynamics, we should realize that this too is part of our 
spirituality, which is an exercise of charity and, as such, matures and sanctifies us. 
 
Pope Francis addressing a group of students at a daily Mass.  September 2013:  
 
…None of us can say, ‘I have nothing to do with this, they govern....’ No, no, I am 
responsible for their governance, and I have to do the best so that they govern well, 
and I have to do my best by participating in politics according to my ability. Politics, 
according to the Social Doctrine of the Church, is one of the highest forms of charity, 
because it serves the common good...  A good Catholic meddles in politics, offering 
the best of himself, so that those who govern can govern. We can’t play the role of 
Pontius Pilate and wash our hands of it.  
 
 

Opening prayer  

 
A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Timothy  
 
I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God* that you have through the 
imposition of my hands.  For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather 
of power and love and self-control.   
 
Take a minute and, in silence, reflect on what the Holy Sprit may want to tell 
us in that passage.   
 
Suggested, initial reflection questions on the background material.  
 

 What do you think about some of the assertions made in the Story of Change 

short video in regard to the role of political involvement in fostering a more 

sustainable world?   

 Have you been involved in any local or national advocacy efforts in support 

of climate justice, renewable energy or other issues?  In what ways, it has 

helped you to deal with a sense of impotence vis-à-vis the magnitude of the 

ecological challenges we’re facing?  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/2timothy/1#63001006-1
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The main discussion questions  

1. Do you think that it is necessary to stay out of politics so as not to “dirty your 

hands,” or are you convinced that we as members of the Church need to 

actively promote a participation in political life?   

2. Which of the above quotes from Pope Francis resonates or challenges you the 

most?  Why?  

3. How have you integrated your Catholic identify and you involvement in 

Church’s mission with the call to faithful citizenship and ecological 

conversion?  

Invitation to Act 

1. Consider learning from ADW Care for Creation about a few, local legislative 
proposals being considered in the MD General Assembly right 

now:  http://bit.ly/1KqTkhT 
2. Contact your elected officials and urge them to support the Clean Energy Jobs 

Act: https://act.myngp.com/forms/7752085410290927616  
3. Consider joining  

a. Citizens Climate Lobby  https://citizensclimatelobby.org 
b. Chesapeake Climate Action Network: http://chesapeakeclimate.org 
c. ADW Care for Creation Committee; contact Fr. Jacek at 

jacek@hnpfriar.org  
 

Closing Prayer  

O Loving Creator, may this gathering help us to re-claim the power that you have 
given us.  It’s the power to seek more material goods or privileges for ourselves but 
rather, it is the power of liberating, social love that seeks the common good of 
Earth’s Community of Love.  Lead us not into temptation of washing our hands of 
the necessary involvement in the healthy politics.  Give us courage to be involved in 
helping to bring about the civilization of love.  May your Kingdom of justice, love and 
peace with all creation come, through Christ our Lord. Amen.   
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