
Session 2: “Pope Francis' Call to Care 
For Our Common Home: 

What This Has to Do With My Catholic Faith?” 
 
In preparation for the 2nd session, please choose at least two pieces of 
material form the following selection.  Also, please read the quotes from the 
encyclical – see the text below.  
 
 

* A short video on care for creation from CRS:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSnXuCxiHXE&list=PLt5PsPjJAk-0b9BYRHUAxnlKMIv7qyZca&index=1 

 
* Beautiful music video entitled “Creation Calls” that expounds upon and celebrates the ancient Christian 
theme of God’s Creation a source of God’s revelation that nourishes our faith, heals and empowers: 
https://vimeo.com/17507512  
 
*  6-minute video of a short talk by Prof.Karen Kilby entitled: Christ as Redeemer of the earth 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pg3IgPoZQWE 
 
*  9-minute video with Fr. Jacek:  Love is our Mission: Ecology prepared in collaboration from ADW and 
Catholic Apostolate Center:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQSqQ7sTbB4 
 

The quotes from Laudato Si’ taken (for the most part) from the chapter 2 
entitled: The Gospel of Creation.  
 
#11.  If we approach nature and the environment without this openness to awe 
and wonder, if we no longer speak the language of fraternity and beauty in our 
relationship with the world, our attitude will be that of masters, consumers, 
ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their immediate needs. By contrast, if 
we feel intimately united with all that exists, then sobriety and care will well up 
spontaneously. The poverty and austerity of Saint Francis were no mere veneer of 
asceticism, but something much more radical: a refusal to turn reality into an 
object simply to be used and controlled. 

 
#12   Saint Francis, faithful to Scripture, invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in which God 
speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness. “Through the greatness and the 
beauty of creatures one comes to know by analogy their maker” (Wis 13:5); indeed, “his eternal power 
and divinity have been made known through his works since the creation of the world” (Rom 1:20). For 
this reason, Francis asked that part of the friary garden always be left untouched, so that wild flowers and 
herbs could grow there, and those who saw them could raise their minds to God, the Creator of such 
beauty.  Rather than a problem to be solved, the world is a joyful mystery to be contemplated with 
gladness and praise. 
 
#66  …..Human life is grounded in three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: with God, 
with our neighbor and with the earth itself.  According to the Bible, these three vital relationships have 
been broken, both outwardly and within us. This rupture is sin.  
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSnXuCxiHXE&list=PLt5PsPjJAk-0b9BYRHUAxnlKMIv7qyZca&index=1
https://vimeo.com/17507512
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pg3IgPoZQWE


#68   This responsibility for God’s earth means that human beings, endowed 
with intelligence, must respect the laws of nature and the delicate equilibria 
existing between the creatures of this world, for “he commanded and they 
were created; and he established them for ever and ever; he fixed their 
bounds and he set a law which cannot pass away” (Ps 148:5b-6). The laws 
found in the Bible dwell on relationships, not only among individuals but 
also with other living beings. “You shall not see your brother’s donkey or his 
ox fallen down by the way and withhold your help… If you chance to come 
upon a bird’s nest in any tree or on the ground, with young ones or eggs and 
the mother sitting upon the young or upon the eggs; you shall not take the 
mother with the young” (Dt 22:4, 6). Along these same lines, rest on the 
seventh day is meant not only for human beings, but also so “that your ox 

and your donkey may have rest” (Ex 23:12). Clearly, the Bible has no place for a tyrannical 
anthropocentrism unconcerned for other creatures. 
 
#73  In the Bible, the God who liberates and saves is the same God who created the universe, and these 
two divine ways of acting are intimately and inseparably connected: “Ah Lord God! It is you who made 
the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for 
you… You brought your people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs and wonders” (Jer 32:17, 21). 
 
#75  A spirituality which forgets God as all-powerful and Creator is not acceptable. That is how we end up 
worshipping earthly powers, or ourselves usurping the place of God, even to the point of claiming an 
unlimited right to trample his creation underfoot.  
 
#83   The ultimate destiny of the universe is in the fullness of God, which has already been attained by the 
risen Christ, the measure of the maturity of all things.  Here we can add yet another argument for 
rejecting every tyrannical and irresponsible domination of human beings over other creatures. The 
ultimate purpose of other creatures is not to be found in us. Rather, all creatures are moving forward 
with us and through us towards a common point of arrival, which is God, in that transcendent fullness 
where the risen Christ embraces and illumines all things. Human beings, endowed with intelligence and 
love, and drawn by the fullness of Christ, are called to lead all creatures back to their Creator. 
 

#84  The entire material universe speaks of God’s love, his 
boundless affection for us. Soil, water, mountains: everything is, 
as it were, a caress of God. 
 
#85   God has written a precious book, “whose letters are the 
multitude of created things present in the universe”….  Nature is 
a constant source of wonder and awe. It is also a continuing 
revelation of the divine”…  We can say that, “alongside 
revelation properly so-called, contained in sacred Scripture, 

there is a divine manifestation in the blaze of the sun and the fall of night”. Paying attention to this 
manifestation, we learn to see ourselves in relation to all other creatures: “I express myself in expressing 
the world; in my effort to decipher the sacredness of the world, I explore my own”. 
 
#88  ….Nature as a whole not only manifests God but is also a locus of his presence. The Spirit of life 
dwells in every living creature and calls us to enter into relationship with him.  Discovering this presence 
leads us to cultivate the “ecological virtues.” 
 
#89  God has joined us so closely to the world around us that we can feel the desertification of the soil 
almost as a physical ailment, and the extinction of a species as a painful disfigurement. 

 

 



 
#91  A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be real if our hearts lack tenderness, 
compassion and concern for our fellow human beings. It is clearly inconsistent to combat trafficking in 
endangered species while remaining completely indifferent to human trafficking, unconcerned about the 
poor, or undertaking to destroy another human being deemed unwanted. This compromises the very 
meaning of our struggle for the sake of the environment. 
 
#92  … Our indifference or cruelty towards fellow creatures of this world sooner or later affects the 
treatment we mete out to other human beings…  Every act of cruelty towards any creature is “contrary to 
human dignity”…. Everything is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a 
wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has for each of his creatures and which also unites 
us in fond affection with brother sun, sister moon, brother river and mother earth. 
 
#95   It is in the Eucharist that all that has been created finds its greatest exaltation… The Lord, in the 
culmination of the mystery of the Incarnation, chose to reach our intimate depths through a fragment of 
matter. He comes not from above, but from within, he comes that we might find him in this world of ours. 
In the Eucharist, fullness is already achieved; it is the living center of the universe, the overflowing core of 
love and of inexhaustible life. Joined to the incarnate Son, present in the Eucharist, the whole cosmos 
gives thanks to God. Indeed the Eucharist is itself an act of cosmic love: “Yes, cosmic! Because even when 
it is celebrated on the humble altar of a country church, the Eucharist is always in some way celebrated 
on the altar of the world”.  The Eucharist joins heaven and earth; it embraces and penetrates all creation. 
The world which came forth from God’s hands returns to him in blessed and undivided adoration: in the 
bread of the Eucharist, “creation is projected towards divinization, towards the holy wedding feast, 
towards unification with the Creator himself”.  Thus, the Eucharist is also a source of light and motivation 
for our concerns for the environment, directing us to be stewards of all creation. 
Session #2  
 
Opening prayer and introductory reflection (10 minutes)  
 
The facilitator invites everyone to place oneself in the presence of God. 
Then s/he reads a passage from Romans 1:19-20.  
 
“For what can be known about God is evident to them, because God made it evident to them.  Ever since 
the creation of the world, God’s invisible attributes of eternal power and divinity have been able to be 
understood and perceived in what he has made.”    

 

A moment of silence    
If it’s possible for the group to see a video, consider playing  https://vimeo.com/17507512 
 
The participants in the small groups take turns reading out loud the following quotes from various saints 
on the theme of the Opening of the Book of Nature.  
 
John Chrysostom  (347-470)   “From the creation, learn to admire the Lord!  Indeed the magnitude and 
beauty of creation display a God who is the artificer of the universe.  He has made the mode of creation to 
be our best teacher.” 
 
St. Basil   (329-379)   “I want creation to penetrate you with so much admiration that wherever you go, the 
least plant may bring you clear remembrance of the Creator.  A single plant, a blade of grass, or one speck 
of dust is sufficient to occupy all your intelligence in beholding the art with which it has been made.”  
 
St. John of Damascus    (675-749)   “The whole earth is a living icon of the face of God.” 

https://vimeo.com/17507512


 
St. Augustine   (354-430)   “Some people, to discover God, read books.  But there is a great book: the very 
appearance of created things.  Look above you!  Look below you!  Note it.  Read it.  God, whom you want 
to discover, never wrote that book with ink.  Instead, He set before your eyes the things that He had 
made.  Can you ask for a louder voice than that?” 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas  (1225-1274)  “Because God in His goodness could not adequately be represented by 
one creature alone, he produced many and diverse creatures, that what was wanting in one 
representation of Divine Goodness might be supplied by another.  …The whole universe together 
participates in the Divine goodness more perfectly, and manifests it better than any single creature 
whatever.”  
 
St. Bonaventure (1217-1274)  “Throughout the whole creation, the wisdom of God shines forth from Him 
and in Him, as in a mirror containing the beauty of all forms and lights and as in a book in which all things 
are written according to the deep secret of God.  O, if only I could find this book whose origin is eternal, 
whose essence is incorruptible, whose knowledge is life ……whose depth is inscrutable, whose words are 
ineffable, yet all are a single Word!  Truly, whoever finds this book will find life and salvation.”   
 
St. Theresa of Avila  (1515-1582)   “It helped me to look at fields, or water, or flowers.  In these things, I 
found a remembrance of the Creator.   I mean that they awakened and recollected me and served as a 
book.” 
 
The facilitator invites the participants to take one or two minute to reflect on the time when they have 
felt overwhelmed by the feeling of wonder and awe at the beauty and majesty of God’s creation.  Pope 
Francis says that, “The entire material universe speaks of God’s love…  Soil, water, mountains: everything is, 
as it were, a caress of God.” How, where and when have your experienced that personally?  
 
Then, ask the fellow members of your small group to turn to a person next to them and briefly share that 
experience (a few minutes per person).  
 
After 5-10 minutes, the facilitator poses the following questions to the group: 
 

1. In what ways, the words of Pope Francis in the chapter of the encyclical “The Gospel of Creation”, 
have resonated with what you may already have discovered along the spiritual journey of your 
life?   

2. What are three main insights that you have gained from watching the background videos, 
meditating on the quotes from the saints on the Book of Nature or reading the quotes from Pope 
Francis encyclical chapter 2?   

3. In what ways do you struggle to understand or live out in your spiritual, personal, professional 
and family life the Church’s teachings in regard to our spiritual and moral connection with the rest 
of the Earth’s Community of Life?  

4. What would your personal prayer and our communal celebration of the Eucharist and other 
sacraments look like if we took seriously what we have learned today? 

 
 
Putting our faith into practice: 
Come up with one thing you can do this coming week – in your prayer life, your interaction at home, 
workplace or faith community – that could give a concrete expression to the insights you have gained 
from this session.   (An example, Share with your group what you’re going to do, and be prepared to share 
your experience of it next week.   
 



Closing prayer:   
Living God, have mercy on us, for the times we forget that we belong to each other.  
You call us to be still, to hear the whisper of our Sister Wind, to feel the radiance of our Brother Sun, to be 
nourished by our Mother Earth.  
Renew us in your healing love. Inspire us to water the earth, and nurture one another, so all may be 
nourished.  Together, as one family, may we always sing your praise.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (a 
prayer by Rachel McCarthy/CAFOD) 
 
 
 
 


