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Join Franciscans in the Call for Immigration Reform 

  
The Franciscan engagement in immigration reform builds on the desire of St. Francis to follow 
in the footsteps of Jesus.  St. Francis understood Jesus as one who was always on the move, and 
with the people.  Thus, at our core, the Franciscan sensibility draws us to immigrants, to 
welcome them with hospitality and without question or judgment.  Of course, this response 
cannot solely be expressed through service; rather it requires public conversion, a change of 
the public heart, and action.  Another word for “public conversion” is advocacy. 
 
From their early years and continuing to today, Franciscans have been journeying with 
migrants.  Franciscan ministries in the U.S. are ministries of welcome for all, but especially to 
our immigrant brothers and sisters.  In our relationship with immigrants we have been both 
blessed as they join our communities, and heart-broken as we witness injustice and abuse 
visited upon them by the broken immigration system. 
 
Over the summer, Franciscans worked with others to build support for comprehensive 
immigration reform.  As a result, the U.S. Senate passed a bill that could lead to greater justice 
for immigrants.  Now the voice for reform must continue; it must rise and be directed to our 
Congressional leaders in the U.S. House of Representatives.  Franciscans and Franciscan-
hearted people are invited to join in a national Catholic call-in day on November 13, 2013, the 
Feast of Saint Mother Cabrini, the Patron Saint of Immigrants.  Directions for the call-in will 
follow, but please mark your calendars now. 
 
To learn more about how we are joining with others to seek justice with and for our immigrant 
sisters and brothers, please visit the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Campaign, 
www.justiceforimmigrants.org.   
 
To join us in this endeavor, please express your interest to (MINISTRY CONTACT) at (EMAIL 
AND/OR PHONE).    
 

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/

