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CELEBRATING 150 YEARSCELEBRATING 150 YEARSCELEBRATING 150 YEARSCELEBRATING 150 YEARS    
On Sunday afternoon 

and evening, September 14, 

2008, the friars and friends 

began to gather at the Frontenac 

Hilton to celebrate the 150
th

 

anniversary of the foundation of 

the Franciscan friars in 

Teutopolis, Illinois. 

 At 7:00pm everyone came 

together for the opening event, a 

time of prayer and 

remembrance. 

 Provincial Minister Michael 

Perry OFM welcomed 

everyone, saying, “It is a 

wonder and a blessing that we 

are gathered here this evening.  

We honor the presence of 

General Minister José 

Rodríguez Carballo OFM and 

General Definitor Finian 

McGinn OFM.  We celebrate 

how we mutually enrich one 

another.  We are a movement, 

and we are moving together” 

into the future. 

 Different presenters voiced 

sections of the official 

sesquicentennial prayer, and 

Bob Hutmacher OFM led 

everyone in singing the official 

jubilee hymn. 

 As an observance of 

remembrance, different 

elements of the province’s life 

were highlighted with words 

and photos.  After the 

presentation of each element, 

the refrain of the jubilee hymn 
General Minister José Rodríguez Carballo OFM 
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was sung: “Let us begin now, 

let us begin!”   

 On Monday the 15
th

, after 

morning prayer, the general 

minister of the whole Order of 

Friars Minor worldwide – José 

Rodríguez Carballo OFM – 

presented his ideas and engaged 

in a dialogue with the 

assembled group of friars and 

friends.  In summary he said: 

 The five priorities of the 

Order are key to understanding 

our identity and the 

expectations of the world.  The 

grace of our origins puts the 

Gospel itself at the heart of our 

life and mission.    It is our 

life’s project, then, to re-create 

the reality of the Gospel in our 

lives sine glossa [without 

gloss], to re-found our lives in 

order to make them more 

significant and more credible. 

 To accomplish this 

objective, then, we take on 

threefold plan of action: to 

discern, to undertake, and to 

celebrate. 

 In order to work in these 

three areas, we at the same time 

must focus on the fraternal and 

contemplative dimension of 

mission; our familiarity with 

and our passion for Christ; and 

our missionary dimension.   

 So, I urge you to make this 

jubilee celebration a propitious 

opportunity to review your life 

and your times, your charism 

and your mission, in order to 

pass from the good to the better.   

 I invite you once again to 

fraternity and minority and to 

close collaboration with other 

Franciscan entities in the United 

States in order to be a true 

signum fraternitatis [sign of 

fraternity] for all. 

 For the special Jubilee Mass 

at St. Anthony’s over 100 friars 
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processed from the hall into the 

church.  

 Present were Bishop Robert 

Hermann, the administrator of 

the Archdiocese of St. Louis, 

and Bishop George Lucas of the 

Diocese of Springfield-in-

Illinois. 

 General Minister José 

Rodríguez Carballo OFM 

presided.  Michael Perry OFM 

preached. In summary and in 

paraphrase he said: 

 Just as the Cross is integral 

to Christian living, so mission is 

an integral part of the 

Franciscan life right from the 

beginning.   

 Thus, we embrace the world 

as the privileged place where 

we experience God in all of 

created activity, in all human 

enterprises.  The invitation to 

transformation and purposeful 

movement gives us a radical 

new vision to detect and 

respond to this life and life in 

abundance. 

 This movement – both for 

us and for the friars in the past – 

has three things in common.  

First, it begins with a vision. 

 Secondly, there have to be 

visionaries who step into the 

future without certainty and see 

signs of the holy in everyone 

and in everything. 

 Thirdly, there is that 

determined action to lay claim 

to God’s original plan for 

humanity, for the life of the 

world, for God’s life for us and 

within us, and for God life in all 

of creation – a life which favors 

the poor and the marginalized. 

 This is the gospel project to 

which we are called. This is the 

invitation of Jesus to return to 

the source of life. Let us begin!  

 At the end of the Mass each 

SHP friar  came forth to receive  

 

the Rule of the Friars Minor from the general minister.  Then 

Sacred Heart’s provincial minister presented to the general 

minister a copy of the Rule signed by all the friars of the 

province as a commitment to their living the Franciscan 

charism.  The Jubilee Hymn was sung with great fanfare 

accompanied by organ, brass, and timpani. 

 During the course of the banquet at the Frontenac Hilton 

various letters of congratulations were read and various 

friars spoke their good wishes and their memories. 

 The jubilee celebration concluded with the singing of the 

“Ultima.” 
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EXPRESSING 

CONGRATULATIONS 
T Dear brothers, I received the news of the 

Jubilee, and from my room in Brussels I want 

to congratulate you all.  Personally, even 

though I now belong to the Congolese 

province, I am aware that the spiritual wealth 

that I have received from Sacred Heart 

Province is what keeps me going as I serve 

around the world.  Never, never have I 

forgotten the example of the spiritual giants 

that we had the privilege of living with.  

Praise the Lord!  During the celebrations, 
please pray for us in the diaspora for we are 

never really separated from you.  

Congratulations!  

Damien Isabell OFM 
 

T Congratulations on your 150th anniversary 

of foundation from the friars of St. Joseph 

Province of eastern Canada. 

 Roland Bonenfant OFM 
Communications Director 

 

T Happy Sesquicentennial!  

Congratulations on all that the Lord has 

accomplished through you guys and in your 

lives and ministries (cf. Is 26:12) God bless 

you all, and peace. 

Kim Studwell OFM 

Assumption BVM Province 
 

����  FRIARSFRIARSFRIARSFRIARS    MAKINGMAKINGMAKINGMAKING        NEWS:NEWS:NEWS:NEWS:     
����  Donald Lachowicz OFM reports: “Earlier this 
summer, the Franciscan Connection in St. Louis 
presented a dozen volunteers and benefactors with its 
"Franciscan Spirit Awards."  Among the honorees 
was Nathan McNally OFM who has served as a 

member of the Stone-by-Stone Project Board for over 
eight years. St. Anthony's Medical Center was also 

acknowledged for their ongoing commitment to the 
poor, hosting an annual back-to-school drive and 
pitching in on several weekend home repair projects 

in the neighborhood.  (Nathan is a chaplain at the 
hospital and often serves as liaison for the Franciscan 
Connection.)  Other awardees included Secular 

Franciscans of the St. Francis Fraternity (Oakville) 
and several individual SFO members who assist 
regularly at the Connection.  And, last but not least, 
Leo Geurts OFM who has served at the Franciscan 

Connection for over 16 years.  His kind heart and 
listening ear will be sorely missed by many folks here 

in South St. Louis as he takes up a new ministry at 

St. Peter's in the Loop.” 
���� On September 8, 2008, Wilbert Hegener OFM 

celebrated his 99th 

birthday.  Ad 
multos annos, 
Willi!   

 

���� Frank Kordek OFM expresses his thanks and 
appreciation for the prayers and best wishes for the 

recovery of his father Steve who has now 
transitioned from hospital to rehab and now back to 
his own home. 
���� Page Polk OFM of St. John Baptist Province 

reported after Hurricane Ike that there are “lots of tree 
debris in the yard, some broken windows on the first 
floor of his house.” The street was flooded and the 

power was out, but the phones were working. The 
three Houston friars were well. Things were likewise 
fine in Shreveport and Lafayette.  In New Orleans at 

St. Mary of the Angels some shingles were blown off 
the church roof.  Some of the worst damage from Ike 
was in Southwest Ohio, where +70-mph wind gusts 

from the storm downed trees Sunday and left people 
in Greater Cincinnati without electricity.  
   

 Celebrating our 150Celebrating our 150Celebrating our 150Celebrating our 150thththth    
From the research of Lawrence Jagdfeld OFM:     
 

12 Jun 1978    Having served as Provincial Having served as Provincial Having served as Provincial Having served as Provincial 
Minister for nine years, Minister for nine years, Minister for nine years, Minister for nine years, Vitus DuschinskyVitus DuschinskyVitus DuschinskyVitus Duschinsky is  is  is  is 

succeededsucceededsucceededsucceeded by  by  by  by Dismas BonnerDismas BonnerDismas BonnerDismas Bonner.  The Provincial .  The Provincial .  The Provincial .  The Provincial 
Chapter yielded a Direction Plan which would Chapter yielded a Direction Plan which would Chapter yielded a Direction Plan which would Chapter yielded a Direction Plan which would 
guide the course of the Province for the following guide the course of the Province for the following guide the course of the Province for the following guide the course of the Province for the following 
six years.six years.six years.six years.    

    
 

���� PLEASEPLEASEPLEASEPLEASE    PRAYPRAYPRAYPRAY    FORFORFORFOR    …………    
���� …Mary Zerrusen, 72, sister of our 
confrere Victor Kingery OFMVictor Kingery OFMVictor Kingery OFMVictor Kingery OFM who died on 

September 13, 2008 
���� …Ted Bracco OFM who is hospitalized 

in Effingham with a severe leg infection in 
his leg and is receiving IV antibiotics. 
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